Hi-tech answer to student cheats

	
Internet plagiarism has increased among students


Measures to help detect cheating students are being demonstrated at a conference in Newcastle. 
A survey of around 350 undergraduates found nearly 25% had copied text from another source at least once. A service that can scan 4.5 billion web pages is now online so that lecturers can check the originality of the work submitted by students. The software is being demonstrated at a Plagiarism Advisory Service conference.
Student Tom Lenham said of the statistics: "That's a pretty modest interpretation of the situation at the moment. "From my own experience and that of fellow students, it's a lot higher than that. Only more recently have we been told how to use the internet for referencing. 
The Plagiarism Advisory Service says cheating is not a new phenomenon but the Internet has led to concerns within the academic community that the problem is set to increase dramatically. 

The service manager Fiona Duggan said: "The software has four databases that it checks students' work and produces an originality report which highlights where it has found matches. "It demonstrates where the student has taken text from, and it also takes you to the source where the match was found." Ms Duggan said: "There are other things that can be done, like the way you set assignments so each student has something individual to put into the assignment so it is not so easy to copy." 

Essay copying is 'self-teaching'
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Some do not understand that plagiarism is wrong - others do


Students plagiarising internet essay material in their coursework are using a form of 'self-teaching', says a university professor. 
One student told BBC Radio 4's Today programme that over 50% of classmates copied net material to boost their grades. 

Dr Ellie Johnson Searle, professor of law at Coventry University Law school said small scale copying still showed an understanding of the subject. But she said full plagiarism, without listing sources, was wrong. Large-scale copying of someone else's work is picked up by the examining bodies and in some cases punished, she said. But she said pupils who simply copied odd bits of internet essays and used them were not heavily punished, and in most cases would be asked to rewrite the coursework. 
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If you steal from one author, it's plagiarism - if you steal from two, it's research
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American screenwriter Wilson Mizner
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She told the programme: "Pupils can change the language and grammar and put it into their own words, but if they are going to that sort of effort they are essentially self-teaching and are learning the subject anyway. They would not be able to make extensive alterations without an understanding of the subject. 

A high school pupil who spoke to the programme anonymously said copying essays published on the net was an easy and common practice among classmates. He estimated more than 50% copied work from the net - using sites specially set up with essay material for exams. "Different pupils can all take work from different sites on the net, there are loads of them," he said, adding that some sites allowed you to write an essay in English and have it translated into French. 

But Dr Johnson Searle said just as more sites are offering essays-for-sale, so the number of policing methods was growing. Anti-plagiarism software is now available and is being used by some bodies, she said. She maintained there was a big difference between pupils using large amounts of text from internet essays and re-writing small sections.
But teachers and lecturers are alert to incidents of plagiarism and copying. They know their pupils' style, their strengths and their weaknesses and use that knowledge to check authenticity.
The ultimate penalty for blatant plagiarism was a ban from an exam for a certain length of time. 
	7 February, 2005, 13:18 GMT 

The plagiarism plague
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It's as easy as Ctrl C, Ctrl V

Plagiarism or parody? 

In fact, it's only in the last two or three hundred years that plagiarism has become such a dirty word, most particularly in Western society
 One of the most notable recent cases of plagiarism is that of 2002 Booker prize winner Yann Martel. No sooner had the Canadian author scooped the prize for his book Life of Pi than allegations started to fly that he had taken the idea from a Brazilian author. Martel freely admitted he had been inspired by Moacyr Scliar's Max and the Cats. 
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Robbie Williams 'plagiarises' that Last of the Summer Wine look 

 In the US, Pulitzer winning historian Doris Kearns Goodwin has been labelled a "serial offender" after she admitted "accidentally" using passages from three different works in her own book.. 
A couple of years ago, Robbie Williams revealed a hitherto hidden liking for American roots music when it emerged his track Jesus in a Camper Van, which appeared on the best-selling album I've Been Expecting You, copied substantially from songs by Woody Guthrie and Loudon Wainwright III. The singer was ordered to remove the track from all future copies of the album.
Old time rockers the Rolling Stones saw red when they dutifully pointed out that Bitter Sweet Symphony, by British band The Verve, had sampled an old Stones track. 

	[image: image6.png]








University tutors ignore cheating 

Matthew Taylor, education correspondent
Thursday February 17, 2005
The Guardian 

More than half of Britain's university academics have turned a blind eye to students they suspected of cheating, according to a paper due to be published later this year. Research by staff of University College London found that 51% of tutors admitted they had taken no action when they feared their students were guilty of plagiarism. The findings come in the wake of guidelines from the Joint Information Systems Committee calling on universities to clamp down on cheating, because of a growing fear that the practice is devaluing the standing of British degrees. 

The research, which will be published in April, reveals large discrepancies in what academics regard as cheating, a quarter of those questioned giving the green light to unacceptable forms of collusion between students. 

The paper says: "Faced with large numbers of academic staff not being able to correctly identify incidents of collusion, believing that collusion is not a serious offence, and being unwilling to deal with incidents in a formal manner, it is not surprising that students also do not consider collusion to be a serious offence." 

It found that collusion between students - a joint effort which masks who is responsible for the work - is regarded as the more acceptable than plagiarism. 

The paper's co-author, Ruth Barrett of Hertfordshire University, told the Guardian there was little agreement about what constituted cheating. 

"This is a subject which both staff and students need to think about. Staff must let students know in the clearest terms what constitutes collusion and is not acceptable." 

The study does not explore why academics ignore suspected cheating but Ms Barrett said that she was not surprised by the findings. "It can be very difficult to prove that a student has cheated and we do not want to conduct unjustified witch-hunts in universities." 

A new leaf for the new year?
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David Williams spells out why students should kick the habit of plagiarising in their degree work 
Saturday January 8, 2005
The Guardian 

Admit it. Plagiarism is attractive. Under pressure to get a good degree and with a deadline looming, there can't be many students who aren't tempted to find a particularly good ready-made  piece of analysis and pass it off as their own!
It's also very easy these days to do almost by accident. With cut-and-paste fragments, it is easy to forget which are your own words and which are someone else's. And then it's all too simple to stitch them together into a single piece, while failing to remember (sometimes conveniently) to add quotation marks and footnotes.

The trouble is that while it's both tempting and easy to do, plagiarism can have serious consequences. According to Professor Charles Oppenheim of Loughborough University, not only does plagiarism always breach copyright law and, in some cases, data protection regulations, it is possible that it could also be fraud. This is because what the plagiarist is doing is attempting to gain something valuable (a university degree) through deception.

No university has yet tested this by taking a student to court, but even the in-house punishment could have some big effects on your career. "It's not the legal consequences of plagiarism that students need fear," warns Jude Carroll, a course leader at Oxford Brookes University and one of the top UK experts on tackling the problem. "The academic punishment can have more of an impact on your life than some judgments in court as it stays with you for the rest of your life. may have their professional body informed, as the information about the fact of cheating or plagiarism is permanently on your academic record. These kinds of blemishes are never spent in the way that criminal convictions are."
This doesn't mean that all plagiarism is treated in the same way. Oxford Brookes is one of the leaders in this field and its policy distinguishes between misunderstanding, misuse and misconduct. Misunderstanding and misuse are classed as relatively minor failures in referencing. Misconduct is plain cheating.

In order to determine where a particular activity falls, the university looks at four things: the extent (how much plagiarism has taken place in proportion to the unit of assessment); the student's level (most plagiarists are freshers or new overseas students so may not have had the opportunity to learn academic standards); the intention (don't they understand UK regulations?); and the conventions of the discipline (biologists and business studies professors see these things rather differently).

One further danger of plagiarism is that you don't really know what is going to happen to you if you are caught. There is still something of a culture of pastoral care in academia and this means that some tutors may be unwilling to put their students through a process that may lead to draconian punishment. On the other hand, individual academics and departmental heads retain a lot of autonomy within a university and responses to plagiarism can often depend on individuals and on departmental politics rather than on properly worked-out institution-wide policies.

While PCs and the internet may have made it much easier for students to plagiarise, the same technologies have also made it much easier to prove. This has created two related problems. First, more students are doing it so there are more cases, and secondly these cases are more clear-cut which means the punishment procedures need to be much more coherent.

"Although some universities are making progress, the old ad hoc system is still in place to some extent and this leaves students uncertain what the rules and tariffs are."
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Quarter of students 'plagiarise essays' 

Polly Curtis
January 30, 2004 

One in four students have copied and pasted material from the internet into an essay and passed it off as their own work, a survey from the plagiarism watchdog revealed today.
Most students blamed high workload or said it was easier than doing the work themselves, according to research carried out by the Plagiarism Advisory Service (PAS), in association with a research consultancy, which is this week hosting a conference on the subject at the University of Northumbria.
The findings indicated that boys were more likely to cheat than girls.
However, Fiona Duggan, manager of PAS, which was set up two years ago, said students are not always aware that what they are doing is wrong.
"One of the big issues is that students, certainly in the first year, won't understand the concept of plagiarism," she said. "It depends on the level of plagiarism. Certainly with cut and pasting and simple plagiarism there is an issue about tolerating it and educating students about it. Then if you're talking about downloading from essay banks, that's a completely different issue. That's intent to deceive." 
Another problem, she added, was that students do not always realise they have to reference information taken from websites.
Of those polled by FreshMinds research consultancy, 75% said they had never cheated in this way, while 9% said they had once. Some 16% said they had cheated more often - indicating that most offenders relied on cheating regularly.
However, very few were found to be employing online essay services, with most opting to copy segments from the internet into their own papers, or relying too heavily on past essay examples. 
The PAS is asking universities to consider using software that compares student essays with each other, a range of journal articles and some 5 billion web pages to check if work handed into them is original. More than 100 colleges and universities are already using the TurnItIn software to trap cheats. 
Ms Duggan said the software would require students to submit their essays electronically, something that is increasingly happening in universities. PAS is also encouraging lecturers to adopt different assessment techniques that make plagiarism impossible, such as preparing presentations.
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Looks familiar!!!!



The fight against student plagiarism must become ever more sophisticated, reports Donald MacLeod 

The Guardian 

We should distinguishes between "criminal" efforts by students trying to cheat by pinching other students' work or even getting a postgraduate to write their essays, and the large grey area of bad practice where students don't understand the rules of academic writing and are unsure where paraphrasing ends and plagiarism begins, or at what point collaboration (encouraged by tutors) becomes collusion (which can lose you your degree). 
School essays and assignments don't usually require referencing and students may not always realise they are not operating under rules - or claim they don't, anyway. Witness the rather extreme case of a Kent student who threatened to sue the university for failing him in his third year for the sort of cutting and pasting he had been doing since beginning his degree course (Times Higher Educational Supplement, 2004). 
Many academics are adopting a "tough on plagiarism, tough on the causes of plagiarism" approach. The internet has made plagiarism a lot easier for students - no more ransacking library shelves for journal articles and laboriously copying them out; simply click, cut and paste - but it has also made it easier to detect, as the government learned to its embarrassment when it appropriated an old PhD thesis for its "dodgy dossier" on Iraqi weapons of mass destruction. 
Anti-plagiarism software developed by the universities' Joint Information Systems Committee (Jisc) is now being used by over 100 universities and colleges and more than 250 institutions have registered with the service (see jiscpas.ac.uk). Tutors submit batches of essays to have them checked against a database of previously submitted material. They then assess the results. 
Some universities are piloting the scheme in selected departments, others are using administrative staff to run the checks, but it does not get away from the need for academic judgment. 
As the Jisc website makes clear: "It is important to note that the software itself cannot identify plagiarism; it simply provides a colour-coded 'originality report'. This report highlights text within the assignment that has been found at another source and provides relevant links. It does not make decisions about a piece of work or its author; rather it provides information on which a tutor can make a judgment about whether plagiarism has taken place." 
But because students put a lot of ingenuity into being idle, the Jisc software is likely to be one stage in a constant arms race between them and their teachers. 
Prince Harry Accused of Exam Cheating
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British royal Prince Harry has been accused of cheating during a vital art exam and could now face losing his place at Sandhurst military academy.

The allegations are being made by sacked Eton art teacher Sarah Forsyth, who claims she was ordered by a senior master to help the prince answer questions which helped him gain a B in his A-level examinations.

Last month the 20-year-old prince celebrated passing the tough selection exams to enter the prestigious academy, but will have to wait for Forsyth to make her claim at a tribunal to know whether he will be allowed on the 44-week course next year.

Eton's spokesperson says, "We deny the allegations and will fight her every step of the way." A friend of the royal family says, "Everyone knows Harry is no Einstein, but he's also no cheat." "However his father is worried that this will cast a shadow over his entire future." 
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SACKED art teacher Sarah Forsyth secretly taped Prince Harry — then used the recording to make wild allegations of cheating.

Sarah Forsyth claims she did crucial exam work for Harry. She claims the prince is heard confessing he wrote just “a tiny, tiny bit . . . only about a sentence”. Miss Forsyth alleges she did the rest of the work.” Miss Forsyth claimed she was encouraged by new art head Ian Burke to help the prince get a B grade

But Eton said she came up with the tape only after it decided not to renew her contract and refused her demands for a huge pay-off.

	By Hugh Levinson 
BBC News 
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More and more students are plagiarising material - and buying essays online, a BBC investigation suggests. 
The boss of a firm selling coursework to students has admitted that her work "belittles the whole education system". 

Dorit Chomer runs one of several companies that trade in "off-the-peg" and custom-written academic work. 

She told a BBC Radio 4 documentary she sells between 500 and 1,000 essays a week, mainly to overseas students studying in the UK. 

Prices start at £50. 

"I've got three systems working 24 hours a day," she said in an interview for a BBC Radio 4 documentary. 
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I'm using my brain so they can sit in the bar and use whatever faculty they want to use 

Dorit Chomer, supplier of essays

"It's all interactive so you can basically order anything online and while I'm sitting here talking to you, I'm making money." 

Around 80% of the students using her service are from overseas, studying at institutions in the UK. She says they need "professional help" to compete with British students. 

"I'm using my brain so they can sit in the bar and use whatever faculty they want to use," Dorit Chomer said. 

"They don't want to study anyway, so basically if I wasn't there doing their work for them they'd probably be kicked off the course anyway and mummy and daddy wouldn't be very happy." 

Growing problem 

Most academic institutions are reporting growing problems with plagiarism. 

Jude Carroll of Oxford Brookes University, who is an expert in plagiarism prevention, says an American study found 43% of students cutting and pasting material from the internet without attribution. 

She suspects the proportion is similar in Britain. 

And Steven Rose, an administrator at Queen Mary, University of London, says cases of serious plagiarism have doubled every year for the last three years. 

Many universities have tried to tackle the problem by using software which detects work which has been copied from the web or from academic journals. However, as these sites proclaim, the software won't detect work that is custom-written for the student. 

As is common in the industry, Ms Chomer's website warns students not to submit the work under their own name. However, she says she has no way to stop students from doing so. 
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Plagiarism devalues the efforts of students who work hard to achieve their degrees 

Universities UK

An undercover reporter posing as a student phoned a rival firm, Elizabeth Hall Associates, to ask whether if she bought an essay, she could submit it as her own. 

During the conversation, she was told: "Technically we ask you to sign a declaration that it's a model, and we expect you to customise it. But I can't see any reason why you can't be able just to hand it in to be honest." 

When we contacted the company and asked for an official comment we were told the firm would not co-operate with the programme. 

Such services are being used by British students to cheat. One student was recently expelled from a leading university after downloading his entire first-year coursework from an American website. 

The BBC investigation also discovered that even if plagiarism is detected, some academic authorities can be reluctant to do anything about it. 

One university lecturer, who asked to remain anonymous, described how he found that a student had cut and pasted virtually all 12,000 words of his MSc thesis from a variety of websites. He was given six months to resubmit the thesis. 

The lecturer discovered that there was substantial plagiarism in the second version too. 

Despite this, the examination board decided to pass the thesis, and the student was awarded his degree. 

"It leaves me with a very uneasy feeling," the lecturer said. 

He suspects that the institution turned a blind eye because it was worried about the consequences of failing too many students. 

That could mean fewer applications, and hence financial problems. 

Vocabulary 

A spokesperson for Universities UK, which represents university vice-chancellors, said: "Universities UK strongly disapproves of plagiarism. Plagiarism devalues the efforts of students who work hard to achieve their degrees. 

"It also damages the student who commits plagiarism as they will not benefit from the research and learning experience." 

"If the work in question was submitted for assessment for a degree, the penalty for cheating could be that the student is failed and not permitted to retake." 

Universities and colleges can draw on an anti-plagiarism service set up by the funding bodies for higher education. 

The service, run by the Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC), enables lecturers to check for work copied from the internet and also identifies phrases and vocabulary which are untypical of the student submitting the work.


	'Epidemic' of student cheating? 
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Students are sharply divided on the extent of exam cheating

"As a longstanding lecturer in higher education, I can say the problem has reached epidemic levels." 

So writes a reader responding to a survey claiming that a quarter of students were cheating by copying material from the internet. 
The survey sparked a strong response from BBC News Online readers and showed a very divided view of what was really going in universities. 

While there were lecturers and students who said that plagiarism was widespread - there were others who said that it was being made very clear to students that cheats faced serious penalties. 

And there were accusations that universities, not wanting the hassle or the loss of revenue from confronting the cheating, were ready to turn a blind eye to some blatant plagiarism. 

"It drives me crazy," writes a lecturer from a London university, describing when students give him copied work. "My usual response is - 'Either you're stupid, or you think I am - which is it?' or 'Do you honestly think you deserve a degree for cut-and-pasting like a 6 year-old could do?'". 

"Sadly the answer seems to be 'yes'. I don't turn a blind eye - but some of my colleagues do - mainly due to the time taken to check the work, but also to heavy-duty disciplinary procedures which people can't face going through." 

'Cheating is rife' 

This view was supported by another lecturer, who said bluntly: "Cheating is rife." 

But there were academics who wrote in to say that there was a problem with internet plagiarism, but it was being taken seriously. 

"Is plagiarism a big problem? Yes, to judge by the time we spend dealing with it. Do universities turn a blind eye? No - certainly not," wrote a lecturer from a new university in London. 

This was echoed by another who said a student in her institution had just been failed on her degree course after being caught cheating. 

"I have certainly seen a lot of evidence of plagiarism. It is an issue which is exercising a lot of people at the moment, but I can assure everyone that I know of no institution where a 'blind eye' is being turned. 

"On the contrary, very stringent sanctions are being applied. At my own institution this week a final-year student was found to have plagiarised most of her couresework for this year. Her marks were all downgraded to zero, and she failed her degree with no right of re-sit." 

Dodging the problem 

Such a tough decision is not easy for any university - and an academic in Scotland reported how a previous department had ducked the issue. 

"At my last job, the centre invented the crime of 'bad practice' which meant that students caught plagiarising could face this less serious charge and still be given pass marks for a piece of work that was almost totally copied." 

Another academic - and several parents - said the problems were caused by schools, where they claimed, pupils were allowed to use information gathered directly from the internet. 

A number of students and former students claimed they had used the internet to cheat on occasions - and several spoke of the financial pressure. 

"Now that fees have been introduced, students are under even more pressure to pass. It is not surprising, therefore, that many choose to copy from the internet. To spend thousands of pounds each year only to fail is every student's nightmare," wrote a student at a Yorkshire university. 

Clear warnings 

But there were many e-mails detailing the strong warnings being sent by universities to students about cheating. 

"From day one we were drilled about plagiarism, not a month went by where a lecturer didn't mention it to us. We were informed of software used that would check all our work against each other and against external sources, it was not worth the risk to cheat," wrote a student at another Yorkshire university. 

A law student at a midlands university said the warnings were so frequent that there was "no excuse for not knowing what the law school thought was plagarism". 

There were other specific claims made about cheating. Universities were accused of deliberately overlooking the plagiarism of some overseas students, rather than risk the income from these students. 

And it was also claimed that students in exams were loading useful information into the memory of graphical calculators. 

Many readers remained unconvinced of the effectiveness of software to catch students who were copying material. 

Instead they proposed that the cut-and-paste students could be stopped if degrees were entirely determined by the results of hand-written exams in an exam hall. 


	
	


