DUMBING DOWN BRITS

One in ten Britons cannot name a single world leader but can list up to five characters in television soap opera EastEnders, a survey suggests. The survey, called “Is Britain Dumbing Down?” also indicates that nearly 10 per cent of the population never watches, reads or listens to the news. The survey of 1,063 people aged 16 and over showed that half spent an hour a day watching news, compared with 86 per cent who regularly tuned into soaps, or reality TV shows. 

When asked to name a national leader, 11 per cent of the viewers failed to come up with an answer, including the name of UK Prime Minister Tony Blair. Almost 42% of respondents could not name even one member of the British Cabinet. 

The British Culture Secretary has expressed her concerns over the results and she is ready to urge the government to help improve the public's knowledge. "We can only conclude from this report that Britain is certainly 'dumbing down'," she said. "The population has become fanatical about celebrities". Many think that with major political and international news continuously on the agenda, the government still has a key role to play in encouraging people to become more interested in current affairs and the world around them. 

However, members of the public claim that there are serious reasons why so few people are interested in international news. The events are so distorted these days that it is impossible for the average person to know what to believe. The dissatisfied viewers say that the current cabinet, apart from being called Labour, is no different to the Conservatives in their plastic attitudes, false promises, and failed agendas. People find it more socially rewarding to have a chat about the latest episode of EastEnders than to discuss the pompous speeches of the cabinet members. 

Here is another respondent’s opinion: “I read once that the inventor of television said "I have just invented the world's best time waster". Looks like we've proven him right. Television can be a great source of information, but nowadays it is mostly used to fill the gaps in people's lives to stop them getting bored. Don't get me wrong, I like a bit of harmless fun, but when the first thing you do when you walk in the front door is switch on the telly, you need to re-evaluate your life!”

